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Filterra® Bioretention
Approved Alternate to LA Regional Stormwater Permit Attachment H

The Los Angeles Regional Stormwater Permit requires 

biofiltration to conform to the specifications in Attachment H 

of the permit unless an alternative specification is approved 

by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

In response, Contech commissioned a study by Geosyntec 

Consultants which evaluated the performance of conventional 

biofiltration BMPs meeting the Attachment H standard 

and then developed a Filterra® sizing and design 

framework resulting in Filterra systems that provide 

equivalent pollutant load reduction. As a result, permittees 

who make a successful application for use of Filterra systems 

as an alternative biofiltration specification can approve Filterra 

systems on land development projects where conventional 

biofiltration would be applicable.  

Successful applications have been made by Los Angeles County and the Cities of Industry, Compton and Vernon with 

subsequent projects benefiting from reduced biofiltration footprints (up to 95% reduction), decreased construction costs, 

and reduced long-term costs for the site owner

Step 1. Determine if infiltration is feasible on site.

Step 2. Where infiltration is infeasible, or for infiltration rates < 0.3 in/hr 

Filterra can be used as an equivalent to the tradition biofiltration BMP.

Step 3. Determine Filterra sizing by running Contech’s Equivalency Sizing tool 

shown to the right by utilizing link beneath.  Information required: 

drainage area, runoff coefficient, time of concentration, 85th 

percentile 24-hr depth, long-term reliable infiltration rate.

Step 4. Determine the appropriate Filterra configuration.

Step 5. Contact your local Stormwater Consultant or Design Engineer for 

details and estimates.

DESIGNING YOUR PRIVATE SITE WITH A FILTERRA SYSTEM IS AS SIMPLE AS IT GETS!

www.conteches.com/filterra-la


